THE GAZETTE o montrealgazette.com « SATURDAY, JANUARY 25, 2014

Getaway voted one
of 25 best ski towns

ROCHELLE
LASH

CHECKING IN

T oday’s Travel section
showcases some of Que-
bec’s most dramatic winter
wonders, north, south, east
and west. Let’s not overlook
Mont-Tremblant, the moun-
tain resort that launched
Canada’s first chairlift dur-
ingthe season of 1938-1939.

Redeveloped during the
past 20 years by Intrawest,
Tremblant just happens to
be on National Geographic’s
list of the world’s best 25 ski
towns, in the very good com-
pany of Aspen, Vail, Zermatt
and Chamonix, and in the
Northeast U.S., North Con-
way, N.H., and Stowe, Vt.

The news chez Intrawest is
the $5-million renovation of
the Le Westin Resort and Spa.

Le Westin is an oasis of
contemporary cool in the
heart of Tremblant’s slope-
side community. Fast-mov-
ing bellmen greet arriving
guests, whisk away their skis
to a private locker room, park
their car underground and
then deliver their luggage
upstairs. Restaurant Yamada
serves modern Japanese cui-
sine and the Yamada Lounge
does cocktails. The outdoor
heated pool and hot tub are
tucked into a beautifully
landscaped courtyard of
snow-laden evergreens. And
the Amerispa features a two-
hour Serenity massage, pos-
sibly the ultimate in apres-
ski. Yup, better than a beer.

Le Westin is one of Mont
Tremblant’s go-to hotels for
visiting movie stars, pro
athletes and anyone else ac-
customed to sharp service,
good food and attractive, con-
venient lodgings. Lucky for
them. How does everyone else
score a sweet suite here?

You should think ahead if
you want a best-price deal for
overnight visits and even for
lift tickets. That’s the wisdom
of Serge Dufresne, my guru
for the labyrinth of lodgings
at Mont-Tremblant. Dufresne
is the general manager of Le
Westin as well as Intrawest’s
other condo-hotels collect-
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Le Westin Resort and Spa, at the centre of Mont-Tremblant's slopeside village, recently renovated its 122 suites.

A newly renovated junior suite at Le Westin has a very urban look. The makeover cost

the owners $5 million.

ively called Les Suites Trem-
blant.

“The best deal is the ad-
vance-purchase offer,” Du-
fresne says. “If you browse
tremblant.ca or contact the
toll-free call centre and pay in
advance of your visit, you’ll
get the optimum price. It will
be a savings of 25 to 30 per
cent. There also are a lot of
‘flash’ last-minute sales that
feature discounted lodging
and lifts and new ‘warehouse’
tickets for lifts.

“Rates at large hotels fluc-
tuate according to availabil-
ity, so planning ahead of the
pack is the way to go because

you’ll be booking before the
establishment gets full. Also,
in a sense, we are rewarding
guests who make a commit-
ment to stay with us and stick
toit.”

And every day is different.
Search for daily deals and
you might nail free parking,
lift tickets, a $25 gift card or a
late checkout, particularly on
Sundays. Starwood Preferred
Guests loyalty members, af-
filiated with Westin, might be
offered perks such as a wel-
come drink, a room upgrade
or bonus points.

Views from Le Westin’s
balconies are of the magnifi-

cent Laurentian landscape of
lakes, mountains and forests,
but the updated look of the
hotel’s suites is urban: sleek
and minimalist furnishings
in compact spaces.

“Our clients are mostly
young city dwellers,” Du-
fresne says. “They escape to
the countryside to ski and
party, but they don’t want to
lose their trendy connection.”

To that end, Le Westin’s
re-do of its guest accommo-
dations has a more contem-
porary look and a neutral
palette. The 122 suites now
sport linen-textured walls
the colour of golden wheat,

with cream canvas curtains,
chrome-based lamps and
dark-wood furniture. The up-
dated bathrooms have fancy
faucets and the kitchenettes
were rebuilt with caramel-
hued armoires. The Westin
also sports stylish black and
white landscapes by Mont-
real photographer Steven
Graetz to complete the de-
signed-in-the-2000s look.

One of the signature items
of the 185-hotel Westin brand
is the exclusive Simmons
pillow-top mattress called
the Heavenly Bed. Feel free
to bring the entire family. Le
Westin offers a Heavenly Crib,
aHeavenly Dog Bed and a pull-
out sofa that Isampled briefly.

Not awful, but maybe not
heavenly.

Tremblant will celebrate its
75th season with the Legends
Classic, a dual slalom race
on Feb. 9, open to competi-
tive and recreational skiers.
Dust off your grandparents’
stretch pants, bear-trap bind-
ings and wooden skis because
there will be prizes for the
best vintage skiensembles.

Always evolving, Trem-
blant has created an alp-
ine touring program with
designated areas on the
Algonquin, Beauchemin
and Nansen trails as well as
several glades. Guides and
equipment (skis, “heel-up”
bindings and boots, climbing
skins and telescopic poles)
areavailable.
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Mont Tremblant Resort-
88-Tremblant / 888-736-
2526, www.tremblant.ca.

Le Westin Resort & Spa
Tremblant: 888-738-1777,
819-681-8000, www.
tremblant.ca; Starwood's
Preferred Guest loyalty
program includes Westin, W
hotels, Sheraton, St. Regis
and other brands. Le Westin
Tremblant is pet-friendly,
$35 a day.

Prices fluctuate: Junior
suites and one-bedroom
suites, approximately
$239-$609 per night,
Fri.-Sat., for two to four
people, or $199-$499,
Sun.-Thurs. Two-bedroom
suites, for four to six, are
available; all incl. Internet,
heated pool, hot tub, game
arcade, fitness room, snow
tubing, bonfires, skat-

ing, First Tracks skiing and
mountain tours. Extras: lift
tickets, valet parking, meals,
Amerispa, in-room movies,
babysitting, Kids' Club,
Mother Nature Day Camp,
Alpine Touring and Activity
Centre (dog sledding, ice-
climbing, helicopter rides,
snowmobiling, snowshoe-
ing, sleigh rides).

Restaurant Yamada: Open
daily; 819-681-4141, www.
yamadatremblant.com;
breakfast until 11 a.m.;
Japanese cuisine and sushi
bar from 5:30 p.m.

Amerispa: 819-681-7080,
www.amerispa.ca; 30
services include an express
mani-pedi, $88; therapeutic
massage, $140; men's facial,
$130; algae body wrap, $110;
two-hour Serenity massage,
$195.

You don’t have to go all
the way, but the climb to the
summit of the Laurentians’
highest peak is four to six
kilometres — and then you
skidown.

It’s so much fun and such a
terrific challenge, I wonder
why they ever bothered with
lifts.

The writer was a guest of Le
Westin, which did not review
or approve the story.

Rochelle@rochellelash.com
Twitter: rochellelash
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TO ADVERTISE please call 514-987-2350
VERMONT

INTERNATIONAL

FRANKLYN D. RESORT AND SPA

All Suites, All-Inclusive, Family Beach Resort. World
Class Nannies assigned to every family on check-in.
Terrific Kids Program, Nightly Entertainment and Free
Wi-fi. Save 40% OFF-Call-1-800-654-1337 or visit
www.fdrholidays.com

NEW YORK

RIVERSIDE TOWER HOTEL - NEW YORK CITY
Singles USD $75. Doubles USD $90. Suites

USD $100.-$120. Lincoln Center area. Hudson
River views, 18 floors, kitchenette, 5 minutes to
midtown. Safe, quiet luxury area. Riverside Drive
& 80™ Street. For more info, call 800-724-3136 or
visit www.riversidetowerhotel.com

NEW HAMPSHIRE

WHITE MOUNTAINS ¢ NORTH CONWAY
Warmth & comfort surround you at our “country
elegant” boutique hotel. Grand mountain views,
fireplaced Library Lounge (aprés ski Cheese
Fondue served on Winter Wknds!), renowned
dining room. 25 guest rooms (8 w/frplcs) and
some w/Jacuzzi. 5 alpine resorts & tax-free outlets
nearby. Fr. $73ppdo (US) incl. Full Bkfst & Dinner
(off main menu) & use of XC ski/snowshoe trails
from door. 800-525-9100
www.StonehurstManor.com

ALSO FIND US ON montrealgazette.com/wheretostay

VERMONT

SMART SUITES

Winter Special. Come and enjoy our hospitality in
gither a studio efficiency at US $72.95 or a more
spacious one bedroom suite at US $82.95/ night,
including a deluxe continental breakfast and free WIFI.
Call toll free 877.862.6800 and mention the Gazette
special. Not valid with other discounts and subject to
availability. Effective 05/02/13. 1700 Shelburne Rd.,
So. Burlington, Vt. Take Exit 13 off -89, left on rt. 7
for 1.5 miles, same entrance as Holiday Inn Express.

GREEN MOUNTAIN SUITES HOTEL
Experience all the Charm of a Boutique Vermont
Country Inn Escape to beautiful Burlington, Vermont
starting at $119/night weekdays Luxurious One-
Bedroom Suite Includes Vermont-style Hot Breakfast
served each morning Includes Manager’s Social
with Beer, Wine and Dinner (Mon-Thurs evenings)
Heated Indoor Pool/Jacuzzi & Exercise facility
Walking distance to University Mall and close to
Lake Champlain and the Church Street Marketplace.
Promotional rate may not be available during select
periods. Contact hotel for more information Toll-free

reservations 866.337.1616

QUALITY INN

Special Rate for 2 night hotel stay for $149.99 USD
or 1 night for $79.99 plus Tax. Park & Fly rate which
includes 1 night stay with round trip transportation
to BTV airport and up to 21 days parking for $139.00
plus Tax. Rates based on double occupancy.
Additional charge $10/person/night. Pet charge

$20/pet/night. These rates also include Full Hot
Breakfast, Indoor Heated Pool, Hot Tub, Sauna,
Fitness center, Free wireless Internet and a Business
center. Directions: 1-89, Exit-13. Rates based on
availability. Not valid on busy weekends. This
promotion is available till 04/30/2014. Call
802-985-8037 or Toll Free: 855-547-2524 for reservation.

TRAVELODGE

Close to downtown Burlington shopping malls and
outlets. Enjoy a Free Full Hot Breakfast, High speed
wireless internet and pets welcome. Special rates
for 2 nights $129.00 USD or 1 night for $69.99 USD
Plus Tax. Additional $10 USD per person/night. Pet
Charge $10/pet/night. Rates based on availability
and not valid on busy weekends. Promotion valid till
04/30/2014. Call 802-862-6421 for reservations.

DAYS INN SHELBURNE

Our special winter rates are $135 for 2 nights or

$69 for 1 night double or single occupancy. Newly
remodeled rooms or suites available until 4/30/14.
Call directly to book this special offer to our Canadian
patrons. These rates include free wireless, deluxe
continental breakfast and free use of Shelburne
health and fitness club. There are a limited number of
rooms available at this rate. Take 189 to exit 13 and
make a left. We are 3 miles down on the left. Close to
restaurants, shops and museums. Call 802-985-3334
or email dianna@daysinnshelburne.com




